JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION
PERSONAL DATA QUESTIONNAIRE

Court, Position, and Seat # for which you are applying:
Eighth Judicial Circuit Court-Seat 1

1. NAME: Mr. Donald Bruce Hocker
BUSINESS ADDRESS:
Post Office Box 972
Laurens, SC 29360
E-MAIL ADDRESS: dbhattorney@backroads.net
TELEPHONE NUMBER: (office): 864-984-4574

2. Date of Birth: 1952
Place of Birth: Waltham, Mass

3. Are you a citizen of South Carolina? Yes
Have you been a resident of this state for at least the immediate past five
years? Yes

5. Family Status: Married on July 17, 1976, to Susan Gayle Lindler Hocker. Never
divorced. Two children.
Have you served in the military? No
List each college and law school you attended, including the dates of your
attendance, the degrees you received, and if you left an institution without
receiving a degree, the reason for your departure.
(a) Clemson University, 1971-75, Bachelor of Arts
(b) Clemson University, 1975-76, Masters in Education
(c) University of South Carolina School of Law, 1978-80, JD
8. List the states in which you have been admitted to practice law and the year of
each admission. Also list any states in which you took the bar exam but were
never admitted to the practice of law. If you took the bar exam more than
once in any of the states listed, please indicate the number of times you took
the exam in each state.
South Carolina, 1981
9. List the significant activities in which you took part during your attendance at
college, graduate, and law school. Give the dates you were involved in these
activities and list any leadership positions you held.
(a) (College) Clemson University: KAPPA ALPHA Fraternity, 1972-75,
Recording Secretary
(b) (Graduate) Clemson University: Graduate Assistant/Instructor 1975-76
(c) (Law School) USC: Wig and Robe, 1980; Moot Court Board, 1980;
Mock Trial Competition, 1980
10. Describe your continuing legal or judicial education during the past five years.
Include only the title and date of any continuing legal or judicial education
course completed.
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Conference/CLE Name

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
()
(k)
(N
(m)
(n)
(o)
(p)
(q)
(r)
(s)
(t)
(u)
(v)
(w)
(x)
(y)
()
(aa)
(bb)

11. Have you taught

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

Annual Judicial Conference

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
S.C. Association of Probate Judges
FN-Real Estate

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

Annual Judicial Conference

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
Judicial Oath of Office

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

Annual Judicial Conference
Lawyer’'s Oath of Office

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
LandAmerica-Title Insurance

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

Annual Judicial Conference

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
LandAmerica-Title Insurance

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

Annual Judicial Conference

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
Annual Judicial Conference

S.C. Probate Bench/Bar

S.C. Association of Probate Judges
S.C. Association of Probate Judges
S.C. Association of Probate Judges

law-related courses or

lectured at bar

Date(s)
02/19/02;
09/13/02;
09/22/02;
03/25/03;
05/16/03;
02/07/03;
09/12/03;
09/21/03;
02/04/04;
10/11/04;
09/17/04;
10/10/04;
09/24/04,
02/28/05;
09/14/05;
09/16/05;
09/21/05;
02/06/06;
08/23/06;
09/15/06;
10/04/06;
09/14/07;
02/13/07;
09/09/07;
09/14/07;
02/05/08;
09/12/08;
02/24/009.

association

conferences, educational institutions, or continuing legal or judicial education
programs?

(a)

(h)

1999-Jury Trials in Probate Court;

2000-Basic Evidence in Probate Court;

2001-Order Writing;

2002-Contempt Issues in Probate Court;

2003-Will Construction Cases;

2006-Awarding Attorney’s Fees in Probate Court;
2007-Reopening the Record, Contempt Revisited, Pro Se Litigants,

Brown v. Coe

2009-Probate Court Bench Bar (Scheduled in September),
12. List all published books and articles you have written and give citations and the
dates of publication for each. None
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13. List all courts in which you have been admitted to practice and list the dates of
your admission. Give the same information for administrative bodies that
require a special admission to practice.

(a) South Carolina State Courts: May 14, 1981;

(b) U.S. District Court: September 10, 1981;

(c) U.S. Supreme Court: October 11, 1994,

14. Describe chronologically your legal experience since graduation from law
school and include a list of all law firms with which you have been associated.
Describe the general character of your practice and divide it into periods with
dates if its character has changed over the years.

May 15, 1981 to current: | have been a sole practitioner in Laurens,
South Carolina. | have had a general practice with significant experience in
Circuit Court-both criminal and civil. | have also been the Associate Probate
Judge for Laurens County since March of 1984 which will be discussed later.
If you are a judge and are not seeking a different type of judgeship, the
following questions are inapplicable:

(b) If you are a candidate for Circuit Court, please provide a brief written
description of your experience in criminal matters, including any cases
handled over the past five years and include a brief description of the
issues involved. Further, please provide a brief written description of
your experience in civil matters, including any cases handled over the
past five years and include a brief description of the types of matters
handled, issues involved, and procedural history. Please include
information such as the primary areas in civil court in which you
practice, whether you represent plaintiffs or defendants, or both. You
may go back further than five years if you feel it would assist the
Commission with its assessment of your experience. If you lack
experience in an area, describe how your background has prepared you
to preside over such matters as a Circuit Court Judge, or how you
would compensate for your lack of experience in this area.

Criminal: | would incorporate by reference my response to Question 19

(c) and (d) concerning two significant cases in General Sessions that |

have handled. | have represented criminal clients in General Sessions

(and even Magistrate’s Court) my entire practice. | typically will receive

8-12 court appointments a year and approximately at least this same

number of privately-paid cases annually. | have represented clients

charged with a variety of offenses, i.e. murder, felony, DUI, possession

and distribution of drugs. The vast majority of criminal cases result in a

guilty plea but | have experience throughout my 28 years in trying cases

before a jury. A sampling is as follows: Assault and Battery of a High
and Aggravated Nature, Resisting Arrest/CDV of an High and

Aggravated Nature, Manufacturing Methamphetamine, and Lynching.

Civil: | would incorporate by reference my response to Question 19 (a),

(b), and (e) concerning three significant cases in Common Pleas that |
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

have handled. | have extensive experience dealing with a wide variety
of cases, both jury and non-jury. The two most recent cases that |
have tried in Court were (1) a breach of contract/fraud case dealing with
a sale of an antique automobile. | represented the Defendant. The case
was tried before a jury with a verdict in favor of the Defendant. (2) A
deed-set-aside case. | represented the Plaintiff. The case was tried
non-jury with a verdict in favor of the Plaintiff. My practice has been
more Plaintiff-oriented but | do represent Defendants. A sampling of
what | currently have pending in my Common Pleas practice is as
follows: Worongful-death and Survival case representing the deceased’s
family, Mechanic’s Lien foreclosure case representing the contractor,
and a Fraud action over the sale of a piece of property representing the
purchaser. | also represent The Palmetto Bank and The City of Laurens
Commission of Public Works, which provides additional cases in the civil
area.

What is your rating in Martindale-Hubbell? BV

Retired judges/justices and judges/justices applying for reelection to their

current position may omit Questions 16-21. If a candidate is seeking a

judgeship different than his or her current position, Questions 16-21 should be

answered based on experience prior to serving on the bench.

What was the frequency of your court appearances during the last five years?

(a) federal: None

(b) state: Average of five times a week

What percentage of your practice involved civil, criminal, and domestic matters

during the last five years?

(a) civil: 25%;

(b) criminal: 25%;

(c) domestic: 40%.

What percentage of your practice in trial court during the last five years

involved matters that went to a jury, including those that settled prior to trial?

(a) jury: 5%;

(b) non-jury: 95%.

Did you most often serve as sole counsel, chief counsel, or associate counsel

in these matters? Sole Counsel

List five of the most significant litigated matters you have personally handled in

either trial or appellate court or before a state or federal agency. Give citations

if the cases were reported and describe why these matters were significant.

(a) Charles Gray and Corey Gray vs. Georgia Pacific Corp., 97-CP-30-110,
111,112,
| represented the Plaintiffs. This case involved a horrible vehicle
accident with these two brothers. They both sustained severe 2™ and
3"degree burns over most of their bodies. Suit was filed and a
settlement was reached in 1997. This case is significant for several
reasons. One, novel computer technology was used by the Plaintiff in
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the mediation process. Secondly, it is significant because the Plaintiffs
were and are a living example of a true will to live and remain productive
citizens, which they are today. Thirdly, significant discovery took place.

(b) Glen Meadows, LLC, et. al. vs. The Palmetto Bank, et. al., 03-CP-23-
4541.
| represented the Defendant Palmetto Bank. This case involved a suit by
the Plaintiff-employer against three Banks. The Plaintiff had an employee
who stole $145,000.00 over several years by making out and endorsing
numerous checks written on accounts with the Defendants. These
checks were made payable to the Bank and each time a deposit was
made to The Palmetto Bank. Extensive discovery took place. The case
was significant because the law was very competitive between the UCC
code and the requirements and duty of care placed upon a customer in
contrast to the basic principals governing a banking institution’s duty of
care.

(c) State of South Carolina vs. Allenna Ward, 07-GS-30-359, 362, 364,
365, 369.
This criminal case dealt with a teacher charged with criminal sexual
misconduct with five underage students. There was a tremendous
amount of publicity nationwide. | was one of the two lawyers
representing this Defendant. The case was significant for several
reasons. One, the vast majority of teachers charged in this state and
other states were only involved with one student and this case had five.
Secondly, it was significant simply because of the media attention it had
from the day of the arrest to the sentencing.

(d) State of South Carolina v. Comest S. Allen, 99-GS-30-661.
| represented the Defendant who had been charged with armed robbery.
He had been in jail/prison the majority of his life. He was accused of
going into a Subway restaurant in Clinton, S.C. at midnight (closing
time) and robbing the store. The robbery was on surveillance video.
The Defendant was very accustomed to the legal system so he
continuously filed motions, briefs, objections, etc. contrary to my
advice. This case was significant for several reasons. First, he required
me to file a Motion with the Court to allow a “re-enactment” of the
crime wherein he would be allowed to wear what the “person” was
wearing and would act out exactly as the person on the video in an
attempt to offer the comparison of the videos as not being him. To the
shock of everyone, the Court granted the Motion. The “re-enactment”
was done but never an issue. This is due to the fact the only real
evidence that the State had (and it was not the video) was the
identification by the store clerk. However, under legal principles, we
were successful in getting the photo identification line-up and the
resulting testimony/in-court identification suppressed. The trial Judge
agreed with our defense that the identification was clearly tainted
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20.

hereby justifying a suppression of the clerk’s testimony. Consequently,
a motion for directed verdict was made and granted.

Ernest Sullivan vs. John Walk, et. al., 06-CP-30-890.

A lady died and left a significant life insurance policy naming, not her
husband-the Plaintiff, but an uncle-the Defendant. This lady died of
cancer and made the beneficiary change from the husband to the
uncle in the latter stages of her illness. | represented the Defendant
uncle. He claimed that she made the change to him because she
trusted him to insure that her three children (not all by the husband)
would be taken care of. The significant issue in the case was whether
or not she had the mental capacity to effectuate the change of
beneficiary. Significant also was the fact that we had to recreate the
last months of this cancer-stricken lady’'s life on the issue of
competency. The case was resolved with the Plaintiff receiving
nothing and the Defendant receiving the entire policy proceeds (he
agreed to put a portion of the money in trust for the children). Also, it
should be noted that a companion Interpleader action was filed by the
Insurance Carrier.

List up to five civil appeals you have personally handled. Give the case name,
the court, the date of decision, and the citation if the case was reported. If
you are a candidate for an appellate court judgeship (please attach one copy of
briefs filed by you in each matter).

(a)

(b)

Shorb v. Shorb 372 S.C. 623 (Ct. App 2007)

| was the trial lawyer but associated another lawyer for the appeal. |
was not shown as counsel but was copied with all correspondence from
the Court of Appeals and | assisted counsel with the appeal. The case
was novel on the issue of equitable division of Walmart stock options in
a divorce. | represented the Wife who was awarded 55% of the
Husband’s stock options along with a monetary award concerning these
options. The Wife prevailed on the amount of stock options awarded
her by the trial court.

South Carolina Department of Social Services vs, Defendants (Court of
Appeals 2000-unpublished opinion)

| represented the father of a teenage daughter who accused him of
sexual abuse. The significance of this case was the Court’'s defining
“sexual abuse” to the facts of the case. We were successful in
obtaining a reversal and remand in the case.

Hellams v. Harnist 284 S.C. 256 (1985)

| represented the Defendants in this deed reformation case. | was
successful in getting the Court to reverse the trial court’s reformation
of the subject deed. The case sets out good law with respect to
deeds, mutual mistakes in deeds, and property descriptions. (Note: |
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had only been out of law school four years when the appeal was
decided).

N

(d) Bobby Tucker vs. Debra Wasson 90-759
This case was appealed by the mother in a visitation case. |
represented the father. The issue being whether the father’s
previously ordered supervised visitation should be changed. The
Lower Court ruled in favor of the father. The Court of Appeals
affirmed. The case was significant for several reasons. During the
time the case was tried, issues of visitation being supervised or
unsupervised were fairly uncommon. Too, the Guardian ad Litem
played a role in this case possibly somewhat differently than a
Guardian ad Litem today.
(e) Flinn v. Crittenden, 287 S.C. 427 (1985)
I represented the Plaintiff in a nursing home liability suit against the
Defendant nursing home. The Lower Court granted summary
judgment in the Defendant’s favor. The appellate court affirmed the
ruling finding no liability. Justice Goolsby gave a strong dissent which
is significant because it sets out a good review of nursing home
liability
21. List up to five criminal appeals that you have personally handled. Give the
case name, the court, the date of decision and the citation if the case was
reported. If you are a candidate for an appellate court judgeship (please attach
one copy of briefs filed by you in each matter). None
22. Have you ever held judicial office?
| have been the Associate Probate Judge for Laurens County since
March of 1984 (25'% vyears) and appointed by the elected Probate Judge.
Probate Courts in South Carolina have jurisdiction over Estates, Mental
Commitments, Conservatorships and Guardianships. During my tenure on the
bench, | have presided over numerous cases not only in Laurens County but
across the State. | have had the honor and privilege of being appointed by the
Supreme Court to preside over many cases in other counties for a variety of
reasons. | have had the opportunity to preside over jury trials as well as non-
jury cases during my tenure. Even though non-jury cases are the most
prevalent in Probate Court, | would like to give some of the following examples
of jury trials | have presided over (non-exclusive list). (Note: Probate jury trials
are identical to Circuit Court jury trials in all respects. A jury trial in Probate
Court is conducted either in conjunction with a term of Common Pleas Court in
Circuit Court or a special Probate jury term is authorized by the Supreme Court.
In either situation, a Circuit Court jury pool is utilized).
Examples:
(1) Barnett Estate-Anderson County: Six day jury trial with five lawyers and
numerous lay and expert witnesses. Since this was the only case for
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(3)

(4)

(5)

that week of Circuit Court, | did all the initial jury pool qualification
before the jury pool was voir dired for the particular case.

Owings Estate-Laurens County: Four day jury trial with five lawyers and
numerous lay and expert witnesses. The same is true in this case
concerning jury pool qualification.

Lester Estate-Newberry County: Two day jury trial in September 2008.
A special term of court was scheduled with a Circuit Court jury pool
summoned and used. As in the above cases, | presided over all aspects
of the trial including jury qualification, jury voir dire, pre-trial and post-
trial matters.

Smith Estate-Laurens County: A several day jury trial is scheduled for a
special term of Probate Court later in the 2009 year.

Fulmer Estate-Newberry County: A several day jury trial is scheduled for
a special term of Probate Court in September 2009.

The point being to the above summary of jury trial Judicial experiences
is that | exercised the same role as that of a Circuit Court Judge and did
everything that is required of a Circuit Court Judge presiding over a civil
jury trial. It should also be noted that the Probate Court handles a wide
variety of civil issues. The rules of evidence are the same in Probate
Court as in Circuit Court. The Probate Court follows the South Carolina
Rules of Civil Procedure.

23. If the answer to question 22 is yes, describe or list five of your most
significant orders or opinions and give the citations if they were reported. Also
list citations to any appellate review of these orders or opinions.

(a)

(c)

Melvin Weathers v. Robert P. Bolt as, Administrator of the Estate of
Virginia B. Morris, 293 S.C. 4886.

The Primary issue in this case was whether the Plaintiff had a common-
law marriage with the decedent thus allowing him to inherit from the
Estate. | ruled against the Plaintiff and my Order was appealed to
Circuit Court and then to the Court of Appeals. Both appellate Courts
affirmed my ruling.

Department of Health and Human Services vs. Moses L. Miller, Personal
Representative of the Estate of Genobia Washington, 2005-UP-154
There were serval issues in this case: 1. Jurisdiction of the DHHS claim;
2. The distinction between a Medicaid lien for nursing home services
and a Medicaid lien for medical services provided as a result of an
accident; 3. The right of the Court to sua sponte reopen the record.
Both the Circuit Court and Court of Appeals affirmed my ruling.

In the Matter of Mildred Williams, 97-ES-30-035

An emergency action was filed by a banking institution seeking a
Protective Order and seeking a declaration as to the competency of Ms.
Williams with respect to a very substantial investment account held by
the bank. Several hearings were held in the case. At one time eight
lawyers were involved. Ms. Williams also filed an extraordinary Writ of
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Prohibition in the S.C. Supreme Court (case number unknown) objecting
to my jurisdiction over the case. This Writ action was ultimately
dismissed. The merits of the case before my court were ultimately
dismissed after the competency issue was resolved.
(d) In the Matter of Merrilee O. DeVinney, 01-GC-100/104
This case involved a very significant and somewhat novel issue related
to the effect, if any, of a trust on a spouse’s claim to an elective share
in the Estate. My Order was appealed to the Court of Appeals.
(e) In the Matter of the Estate of Bobby Gene Barnett, 03-ES-04-174
This case is ongoing which involves a large Estate and a substantial
controversy among the family members along with a companion case
involving two bonding companies which had bonds in place when a prior
Personal Representative was in office. There have been 15-20 separate
hearings along with a six day jury trial on the issue of the validity of the
Last Will and Testament.
Have you ever held public office other than judicial office?
Since | am appointed by the elected Probate Judge, | have been required to file
an Annual Report with the State Ethics Commission and | have always been
timely without penalty.
List all employment you had while serving as a judge (whether full-time or part-
time, contractual or at will, consulting or otherwise) other than elected judicial
office. Specify your dates of employment, employer, major job responsibilities,
and supervisor.
Practicing attorney representing clients such as the City of Laurens
Commission of Public Works and The Palmetto Bank.
Have you ever been an unsuccessful candidate for elective, judicial, or other
public office?
Yes. | was found qualified but not nominated as a candidate for the
Eighth Circuit Seat No. 2 in the fall of 2008.
Have you ever been engaged in any occupation, business, or profession other
than the practice of law, teaching of law, or holding judicial or other public
office?
(a) 1976-78: Juvenile Probation Office with Laurens County
(b) 1976-78: Adjunct Instructor for Piedmont Tech
Are you now an officer or director or involved in the management of any
business enterprise? No
A complete, current financial net worth statement was provided to the
Commission.
Describe any financial arrangements or business relationships you have, or
have had in the past, that could constitute or result in a possible conflict of
interest in the position you seek. Explain how you would resolve any potential
conflict of interest. None
Have you ever been arrested, charged, or held by federal, state, or other law
enforcement authorities for violation or for suspicion of violation of any federal
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32.

33.

34.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

law or regulation, state law or regulation, or county or municipal law,
regulation, or ordinance, or any other law, including another country’s law?
No

Have you, to your knowledge, ever been under federal, state, or local
investigation for possible violation of a criminal statute? No

Has a tax lien or other collection procedure ever been instituted against you by
federal, state, or local authorities? Have you ever defaulted on a student loan?
Have you ever filed for bankruptcy? No

Have you ever been sued, either personally or professionally, that is, have you
ever been named as defendant or respondent in any court of law?

Several years ago, a disgruntled “litigant” (actually it was a non-lawyer who
was trying to represent a party in a Probate Court case) sued me in my judicial
capacity because | would not allow him to make an appearance in the case.
The case was dismissed with prejudice in the Circuit Court. (Note: This
person has had a history of filing lawsuits against judges and lawyers all
without any success).

Are you now or have you ever been employed as a “lobbyist,” as defined by
S.C. Code § 2-17-10(13), or have you acted in the capacity of a “lobbyist’s
principal,” as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-10(14)? No

Since filing with the Commission your letter of intent to run for judicial office,
have you accepted lodging, transportation, entertainment, food, meals,
beverages, money, or any other thing of value as defined by S.C. Code § 2-17-
10(1) from a lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal? No

S.C. Code § 8-13-700 provides, in part, that “[nJo public official, public
member, or public employee may knowingly use his official office,
membership, or employment to obtain an economic interest for himself, a
member of his immediate family, an individual with whom he is associated, or
a business with which he is associated.” Please detail any knowledge you
have of any formal charges or informal allegations against you or any other
candidate for violations of these provisions. None

S.C. Code & 8-13-765 provides, in part, that “[n]o person may use government
personnel, equipment, materials, or an office building in an election campaign.”
Please detail any knowledge you have of any formal charges or informal
allegations against you or any other candidate for violations of these
provisions. None

Itemize (by amount, type, and date) all expenditures, other than those for
travel and room and board, made by you, or on your behalf in furtherance of
your candidacy for the position you seek. Postage/Stationery: $155.40

List the amount and recipient of all contributions made by you or on your
behalf to members of the General Assembly since the announcement of your
intent to seek election to a judgeship. None

Have you directly or indirectly requested the pledge of any member of the
General Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being
screened? Have you received the assurance of any public official or public
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43.

44,

45,

46.

47.

48.

employee that they will seek the pledge of any member of the General

Assembly as to your election for the position for which you are being

screened? No

Have you requested a friend or colleague to contact members of the General

Assembly on your behalf? If so, give details. Are you aware of any friends or

colleagues contacting members of the General Assembly on your behalf? No

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf solicited or collected funds to

aid in the promotion of your candidacy? No

Have you or has anyone acting on your behalf contacted members of the

Judicial Merit Selection Commission about your candidacy or intention to

become a candidate? No

List all bar associations and professional organizations of which you are a

member and give the titles and dates of any offices you have held in such

groups.

(a) Laurens County Bar Association

(b) South Carolina Bar Association

(c) S.C. trial Lawyers Association

(d) S.C. Association of Probate Judges

(e) Certified Circuit Court Mediator/Arbitrator (ADR)

List all civic, charitable, educational, social, and fraternal organizations of

which you are or have been a member during the past five years and include

any offices held in such a group, any professional honors, awards, or other
forms of recognition received and not listed elsewhere.

| am active in my church with is First United Methodist Church in Laurens. |

serve as Chairman of the Church Council and | teach an adult Sunday

schoolclass. | have been active with the Boy Scouts serving as Troop

Committee Chairman. | belong to the KAPPA ALPHA Order Court of Honor

which is an elite organization of men across the State who are KAPPA ALPHA

alumni. Several years ago, | received the South Carolina Pro Bono Service

Award. Finally, | was voted “Best Attorney” in 2009 by the subscribers to the

Clinton Chronicle.

Provide any other information that may reflect positively or negatively on your

candidacy, or which you believe should be disclosed in connection with

consideration of you for nomination for the position you seek.

| believe | am qualified for the position of Circuit Court Judge for the following

reasons:

(a) | have 28 years experience practicing in Circuit Court both in Common
Pleas-civil and General Sessions-criminal. | have tried cases jury and
non-jury. | believe that | have more than sufficient legal experience to
qualify me for this position.

(b) | have 25" years on the Judicial Bench as the Associate Probate Judge
for Laurens County. | have tried cases jury and non-jury. | have presided
over cases across this State. | believe that | have more than sufficient
judicial experience to qualify me for this position.
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(c) | have never had any grievances or ethical complaints filed against me in
the 28 years | have been a practicing attorney.

(d) | have never had any grievances or ethical complaints filed against me in
the 25 %2 years | have been a Judge.

(e) I am a Christian and active in my Church and community to the extent
that my part-time judicial position allows.

(f) I have a stable and loving marriage of 33 years with two wonderful
children who are both adopted.

(9) | believe that | have the right judicial temperament and sense of fairness

and compassion that will allow me to be a good Circuit Court Judge.
(h) That | meet the nine criteria used by the Commission in determining that
| am qualified:
| meet the Constitutional qualifications;
| am ethically fit;
| have the necessary academic and professional abilities;
| have the required character;
| have a positive reputation;
| have excellent physical health;
| have no mental health problems;
| have the necessary legal and judicial experience;
| have the necessary judicial temperament.
Finally, I am humbled in having the opportunity to apply for this position. |
believe that the above factors that | have listed have influenced me in being
the type of Judge | have been and the type of Judge that | will continue to be
whether (and hopefully) in the Circuit Court arena or continue in the Probate
Court arena.
49. References:
(a) Rev. William F. Rogers, Il (Preacher)
First United Methodist Church
Post Office Box 203
Laurens, South Carolina 29360
864-984-7696
(b) Thomas K. Hardy (Banker)
The Palmetto Bank
Post Office Box 49
Laurens, South Carolina 29360
8640984-8333
(c) A. King Dixon, Il (Friend)
1200 Dixon Road
Laurens, South Carolina 29360
864-682-3374
(d) Gregory P. Harris (Attorney)
Attorney at Law
1529 Laurel Street
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Columbia, South Carolina 29201
803-779-7080
(e) William J. Craine, Sr. (Friend and Colleague)

103 Left Bank

Laurens, South Carolina 29360

864-682-9611
YOUR SIGNATURE WILL BE HELD TO CONSTITUTE A WAIVER OF THE
CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY PROCEEDING BEFORE A GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE OR
ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING YOUR CREDIT.

| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT MY ANSWERS ARE TRUE AND COMPLETE TO THE BEST
OF MY KNOWLEDGE.

Signature:  Donald B. Hocker
Date: August 2, 2009
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